D ALTON-1  N-F  URN  ESS 


Urban  Sanitary  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 


FOR 


R ■ BLAKE,  PRINTER,  BOOKBINDER,  AND  STATIONER 


DAL  T ON- IN~  FUR  NESS- 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29147566 


Manual  IRcport 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Dalton -in -Furness  Urban  District — 1808. 


cn 


n 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton-in- Furness  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  again  to  present  to  yon  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for  the  year  which  has  just 
ended. 

AREA  OF  DISTRICT  Y223  acres. 

RATEABLE  YALUE  (1  897)  £87,390  5s.  Od. 

,,  „ (l898)  -£89,033  Os.  Od. 

INHABITED  HOUSES— (1 871)  1,603,  (1881)  2,883, 

(1891)  2,597,  (1896)  2,603,  (1897)  2650,  (1898)  2,650. 

POPULATION  ENUMERATED.— (1891)  13,300,  ; Dalton 
and  Newton,  9l74;Askam  and  Ireleth,  3,135;  Lindal  and 
Marton,  1021, 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. — The  whole  of  the  District 
has  been  kept  under  careful  supervision,  and  in  cases  of  the  out- 
break of  infectious  disease,  or  diseases  due  to  sanitary  defects, 
special  inspections  have  been  made  ; and  the  causes,  origin,  and 
distribution  of  diseases  within  the  District  have  been  carefully 
Investigated. 
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SANITARY  CONDITION  AND  PROGRESS. — Water 
Supply — During  the  year  the  supply  to  the  parts  of  the  district 
within  the  radius  of  the  mains  has  been  abundant  in  quantity, 
and  at  good  pressure.  As  to  the  quality,  this  has  been  variable, 
complaints  having  been  received  from  time  to  time.  The  Under- 
takers have,  however,  always  displayed  a readiness  to  attend  to 
any  complaints  which  were  made  to  them,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  provide  a remedy. 


No  improvement  in  the  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  district 
outside  the  radius  of  the  mains  has  been  effected,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  wThy  the  Local  Government  Board  should  persist  in 
their  policy  of  refusing  to  invest  the  Council  with  powers  under  the 
Public  Health  Water  Act. 

• i 

NEW  STREETS,— The  following  new  streets  have  been 
metalled,  kerbed,  and  channelled,  viz.,  a section  of  Cleator  Street, 
Dalton  ; Stafford  Street,  Cross  Street,  and  Crossley  Street,  Askam. 

Plans  and  estimates  are  now  in  hand  for  the  completion  of 
the  streets  in  Dalton  and  Askam  which  have  not  already  been 
taken  over  by  the  Authority,  with  a view  to  making  application  for 
a loan. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE.— The  amount  of  work 
done,  or  in  progress,  in  this  department  shows  considerable 
activity. 

Lord  Street,  Dalton,  which  has  been  in  a disgraceful  condition 
for  many  years,  will  shortly  be  drained,  and  in  order  that  this 
may  be  accomplished  a new  sewer  is  in  course  of  construction  on 
the  north  side  of  Ulverston  Road,  to  which  the  drains  may  be 
connected. 

The  sewers  on  the  Lots,  Askam,  have  been  thoroughly  cleaned 
out,  and  a number  of  defective  manholes  and  lampholes  repaired. 

The  Dalton  main  outfall  sewer  has  been  opened  and  cleaned 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  flushing  of  the  sewers, 
and  I think  it  is  of  great  importance  that  this  should  be  continued, 
as  where  the  fall  is  insufficient  the  sewers  are  not  self-cleansing, 
there  is  thus  a tendency  for  the  suspended  solid  matter  to  subside, 
and  undergo  decomposition,  giving  off  in  the  process  foul  gases 
which  And  an  exit  by  means  of  the  street  ventilators. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE,  —Many  defects  in  house  drainage  have 
been,  remedied  and  in  some  instances  the  whole  of  the  system 
has  been  re-modelled  In  some  of  the  older  buildings  the  drainage 
has  been  by  means  ol  ordinary  agricultural  pipes  running  beneath 
the  floor  ot  the  house  and  connected  outside  with  the  storm-water 
sewer.  It  is  scarcely  remarkable  that  in  one  of  such  houses 
Typhoid  Fever  had  originated. 

NEWTON  SEWERAGE.  — I can  scarcely  believe  it,  but 
your  surveyor  tells  me  that  a scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  this 
village  has  been  approved  and  instructions  given  for  the  work  to 
be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

EXCREMENT  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. — From  a refer- 
ence to  your  Inspector’s  Report  it  will  be  observed  that  a very 
large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  this  department,  much 
larger  than  in  any  previous  year  ; this  is  very  gratifying  as  it  is 
desirable  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  that  refuse  of  all  kinds 
should  be  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  dwellings  as  frequently  as 
possible. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.' — There  has  been  no  complaint  as 
to  any  nuisance  arising  from  the  tripe  boiling  shop,  which  is  the 
only  trade  scheduled  in  the  list  of  offensive  trades  in  your  district. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I mentioned  the  Chipped  Potato 
shops  as  giving  rise  to  complaints.  1 am  glad  to  say  that,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  this  nuisance  has  been  abated  by  the  alteration 
of  the  flues. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. — These  are  subject  to  regular 
supervision,  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  allowance  of  air 
space  in  the  majority  of  the  cowsheds  is  terribly  inadequate  : and 
I can  only  hope  that  the  attention  which  is  being  given  to  the 
question  of  Tuberculosis  in  cattle,  and  its  influence  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  same  disease  in  the  human  being,  will  lead  to  some 
much  more  stringent  enactment  being  put  into  force. 


TABLE  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

Carried  out  during  the  year  as  furnished  by  your 

Inspector. 


Notices  issued  for  sanitary  amendments  79 

No.  of  premises  affected  ...  ...  ...  99 

Privies  converted  into  W.C.’s  ...  . j,  24 

W.C’s.  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  10 
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Defective  Privies  and  Ashpits 
Defective  Drains 
Defective  Gullies 
Defective  Slopstone  Pipes 
, Defective  Yards 
Defective  Roofs 
Insanitary  Houses 
Cases  of  Bedding,  &c  , destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Fever 
Pigs  kept  in  an  insanitary  condition  ... 
Drains  tested 
,,  defective 
Ashpits  emptied 
Loads  of  ashpit  refuse  removed 
No.  of  slaughter-houses  ... 

No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  licensed  cowsheds  and  dairies  ... 

No  of  inspections  ...  ... 

No.  of  lodging-houses 
No.  of  inspections 
All  other  proceedings 

Lime  distributed  for  house-cleansing  . . . 
Sanitary  dry  lime  distributed 

lies  alt  of  verbal  notice  only  : — 

W C’s.  repaired  and  cleansed 
New  privies  and  ashpits  ... 

Yard  repaired 
New  drains  and  gullev 
Drains  cleansed  and  repaired 
Slopstone  pipes  repaired  ... 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act — Outworkers  : — 

Employers  ...  2 

Persons  employed  ...  3 

Inspections  ...  9 


24 

34 

5 

2 

28 

2 

4 

2 

8 

o 

19 

8 

5201 

3367 

10 

670 

70 

686 

.1 

37 

4 

T.  0. 

3 18 

1 19 


14 

2 

1 

2 
14 

2 


Collection  of  tolls 

Do.  manure 


£21  7 10 

£16  12  0 


rp 


HOS.  PROCTER, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


19th  January,  1899, 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION  : — Enumerated  in  1891  the  population  was 
found  to  be  13,300,  living  in  2,597  houses,  an  average  per  house  of 
5T,  and  1*45  persons  to  the  acre. 

Although  there  has  been  an  influx  of  those  who  have  been 
crowded  out  of  Barrow  on  account  of  the  want  of  house  accommo- 
dation, this  slight  increase  in  the  population  will  not  materially 
effect  the  various  calculations  made  in  the  following  pages,  we  may 
therefore  estimate  the  population  as  being  the  same  as  when  the 
census  was  last  taken. 


The  distribution  of  this  po 

pulation  is 

as  follows 

: — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Dalton  and  Newton  ... 

4,616 

4,528 

9,144 

Lindal  and  Marton 

534 

487 

1,021 

Askam  and  Treleth 

1,652 

1,483 

3,135 

Totals 

6,802 

6,498 

1 3,300 

BIRTHS  : — There  have  been  424  births  registered  during  the 
past  twelve  months,  as  compared  with  377  in  the  year  1897,  and 


354  in  J 896,  the  birth-rate  for  last 

year  being  31 

V ~ 

8 per 

thousand 

1898 

4897 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 

there  were 

102 

95 

,,  second  ,, 

n 

109 

123 

„ third  ,, 

55 

123 

84 

,,  fourth  „ 

55 

90 

75 

Totals 

. 424  377 

Distributed  according  to  the  part  of  the  district  in  which  they 
occurred  the  births  are  as  under. — 


1898 

Rate  per  1000 

1897 

Rate  per 

Dalton  and  Newton 

283 

30-9 

244 

26  6 

Lindal  and  Marton 

25 

24’4 

19 

13  6 

Askam  and  Ireleth 

116 

370 

114 

36-3 

Total 

424 

Total 

854 

By  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  the  increase  is  chiefly 
in.  the  Dalton  and  Newton  divisions.  There  were  210  male  chil- 
dren born  and  214  females. 
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DEATHS  — I find  that  during  the  year  201  deaths  have  been 
recorded,  as  compared  with  189  for  the  previous  year,  the  death- 
rate  for  1898  being  15*1  per  thousand,  and  for  1897  14 ‘2  per 
thousand,  showing  an  increase  of  *9  per  thousand. 


1 898  Rate  per 

1000 

1897 

Rate  per 

In  Dalton  and  Newton 

137 

14*9 

134 

14.6 

In  lindal  and  Marton 

14 

13  6 

5 

5*8 

In  Askam  and  Ireleth 

50 

15*9 

50 

15  9 

Total 

201 

Total 

189 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  is  most 
noticeable  in  the  Lindal  and  Marton  districts,  this  increase  being 
due  to  general  causes  and  not  to  any  epidemic  prevalence  of 
disease. 

In  males  there  have  been  93  deaths  and  in  females  108. 

For  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  the  deaths  were  — 


1898 

1897 

First  quarter 

69 

56 

Second  „ 

58 

39 

Third  ,, 

38 

47 

Fourth  ,, 

36 

47 

Totals 

201 

188 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS  Under 
this  heading  we  include  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  and 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Consumption).  There  have  been  forty 
deaths  from  diseases  of  this  type  against  forty  five  in  the  previous 
year.  In  Dalton  and  Newton  33,  in  Lindal  and  Marton  5,  and  in 
Askam  and  Ireleth  9.  The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Consumption 
have  number  13,  compared  with  12  in  1897.  The  deaths  from 
this  type  of  diseases  being  at  the  rate  of  19  4 per  cent  of  the  whole 
number  registered  for  the  year,  from  Phthisis  alone  the  per- 
centage of  deaths  is  6-4  of  the  whole. 

INFANTILE  AND  SENILE  MORTALITY  Fifty-one 
deaths  have  been  recorded  in  infants  under  one  year  old,  compared 
with  forty-three  in  the  year  1897,  this  produces  an  Infantile 
Death-rate  of  120*2  per  1000  births. 

In  persons  over  sixty-five  years  of  age  there  have  been  62 
deaths  as  against  o9  in  the  previous  year.  It  will  thus  be  observed 
that  there  has  been  a very  large  increase  of  deaths  amongst  old 
people,  and  this  will  account  for  the  general  increase  in  the  death- 
rate. 
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ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. — That  is  the  deaths  from  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  which  are  ; Small  Pox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (Typhus, 
Simple  Continued,  and  Enteric),  and  Diarrhoea.  I find  hot  there 
have  been  9 deaths  from  this  class  of  sickness,  which  compares 
very  favourably  with  the  previous  year,  when  there  were  27. 
The  Zymotic  Death-rate  being  thus  *68  per  1000,  whereas  in  the 
year  1897  it  was  as  high  as  2*  03  per  1000. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS.— 

1898 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  3 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  — 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  3 

Measles  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  1 
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1897 

2 

6 

4 

10 

5 
0 


27 


I have  received  the  following  certificates  notifying  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
Act,  1889. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Diph- 

theria 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Ery- 

sipelas 

Small 

Pox 

Total 

1898 

13 

19 

6 

7 

45 

1897 

17 

18 

6 

— 

16 

57 

These  certificates  were  handed  in  from  the  different  parts  of 
the  district  as  under  : — 


Dalton  and 

N ewton 

Lindal  and 
Marton 

Askam  and 
Ireleth 

Totals 

Typhoid  Fever 

12 

3 

4 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

13 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

7 

Totals 

34 

4 

i 

45  J 
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TYPHOID  FEVER.— -I  give  ba'low  the  results,  in  the 
majority  of  instances,  of  my  inspection  ot  the  premises  where  this 
disease  was  reported  to  exist. 


No.  of 
Cases, 

Remarks, 

March. 

! 

Ro  nhead  Farm,  Askam 

1 

Defective  W.C.  with  un ventilated 
soil  pipe. 

Queen  St.,  Dalton 

1 

Ventilating  shaft  close  to  bedroom 
window,  open  privy  midden. 

Back  Queen  St.,  Dalton 

1 

Back-to-back  houses. 

April. 

,, 

Egerton  Terrace,  Dalton 

1 

No  apparent  defects. 

Lindal  Moor,  Lindal 

l 

Drainage  generally  unsatisfactory. 

May, 

Chapel  St.,  Dalton 

1 < 

No  apparent  defects. 

August, 

Marton. 

1 

No  defects. 

Devonshire  St.,  Dalton 

1 

Open  privy  - midden  adjoioining 
house. 

October. 

Thornton  Place,  Dalton 

3 

General  uncleanliness  of  house  and 
surroundings. 

Sharp  St.,  Askam 

1 

Uncovered  privy-midden. 

Beach  St , Askam 

No  defects — imported. 

December. 

New  Row,  Marton 

1 

Imported. 

Hollowgate,  Ireleth 

1 

Defective  slopstone  pipe  and  other 
defects. 

Back  Bankside 

1 

Drains  in  front  of  house  have  been 
under  repair. 

9 


Year  after  year  I have  to  express  regret  that  there,  should  be 
no  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  /certainly 
if  we  turn  to  the  records  of  a dozen  years  ago  we  can  congratulate 
ourselves  upon  a marked  improvement  in  this  respect ; but  for  the 
last  half-dozen  years  no  advance  is  noted,  and.  the  question  is 
where  shall  we  look  for  the  cause  of  a continuance  of  a disease 
which  should  have  no  place  amongst  us  ? It  is  certainly  not  the 
water  supply,  nor  can  we  blame  the  milk  ; having  thus  excluded 
two  of  the  most  common  causes  of  transmission,  we  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  must  thank  the  general  contamination  of 
the  soil  and  air  with  the  soakage  from  the  privy-middens,  and  the 
consequent  effluvia  arising  therefrom,  for  its  origin 


The  question  then  naturally  arises— how  is  this  to  be  avoided  1 
or  answer  I can  only  repeat,  what  I have  advised  on  many  previous 
occasions  viz.,  that  the  use  of  the  open  privy-middens  should  be  dis- 
continued where  possible,  and  where  this  is  not  so,  that  t ey  should 
be  rendered  watertight,  covered,  and  emptied  as  frequently  as 
necessity  arises 


MEASLES —We  have  enjoyed  an  almost  complete  immunity 

from  visitations  of  this  disease  during  the  year. 


SCARLET  FEVER— Thirteen  cases  of  this  disease  have  been 
notified,  all  in  Dalton  ; there  has,  however,  been  no  approach  to 
an  epidemic  prevalence. 


-DIPHTHERIA.  In  two  of  the  cases  which  were  reported, 
I found  sanitary  defects  upon  the  premises,  which  were  quite 
sufficient  to  account  for  its  origin  ; two  were  of  a very  mild  type 
and  the  others  doubtful  cases.  ' ’ 


INFLUENZA. — In  the  first  month  of  the  year  we  had  a very 
severe  visitation  from  our  old  enemy  the  Influenza,  hundreds  of 
cases  arising  in  a remarkably  short  time ; and  partly  from  this 
cause  the  death-rate  in  February  reached  the  unprecedented 
figures  of  31*5per  1000. 
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In  conclusion  I beg  to  thank  jour  Surveyor  and  Inspector 
for  their  valuable  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTERSON, 

L.R  C.P.,  Lond.,  M R.C.S.,  Eng.,  D.P  H Lond. 

Medicals  Officer  of  Health 

January  30th,  1899. 


R.  Blake,  Printer,  Market  Street,  Dalton. 


